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to-day and yet there is a constant demand for such books on the 
part of the medical student and the man engaged in the general 
practice of medicine. It was with the idea of supplying this demand 
that the present work was prepared. It offers to the reader a con¬ 
densed, and in mo3t respects a thoroughly satisfactory, presentation 
of general surgery. The book is quite readable and comprehensive 
as far as possible in its limited space. It possesses, as such books 
always do, its points of weakness as well as its points of strength 

In our opinion the chapter on Anaesthetics is distinctly weak 
since we feel that this is a subject so little taught in our medical 
schools that when the student turns to his text-book he should be 
able to find there all the necessary information regarding antes- 
thetics, and particularly as regards the method of their adminis- 
tmtion. The author speaks of bromide of ethyl as a general ames- 
thetic, although this agent is but little used at present, but he 
makes no mention whatever of chloride of ethyl, which is being so 
extensively employed for short operations and as a preliminary 
anaesthetic to ether. We think also that in the chapter on Fractures 
too little stress is laid upon the necessity of massage and movement, 
and particularly is this omission noticeable in the discussion of 
fractures of the lower end of the radius. We heartily approve of 
the author s teaching as regards the treatment of strangulated hernia, 
though we believe that, whenever possible in operating for this 
condition, a radical cure should be sought rather than the simple 
reduction of the hernia by the older methods of performing herni¬ 
otomy. The chaptere dealing with Genito-urinaiy Diseases are 
more complete than is usually found in single-volume text-books 
on general surgery. 

A general criticism which we feel we must make of this work is 
the fact that the author has devoted too much space to the older 
me hods of treatment and too little to recent and generally accepted 
methods, although it is possible that this is wiser in a work intended 
cnieny for students and general practitioners. 

The illustrations are many of them old, although there are also 
many reproductions of interesting photographs. G. 


A Portfolio of Dermochromes. By Professor Jacori, of 
hreiberg 1 m Breslau. English adaptation of the text by J. J. 
IRINGLE, M.B., F.R.C.P., Physician to the Department for 
Diseases of the Skin at the Middlesex Hospital, London. London: 
Rebmnn, Limited, 1903. 


The portraits in this atlas, as in a recent French one, have been 
made entirely after models, the great majority after those in Neisser’s 
collection at Breslau, the remainder after models in the collections 
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of Lassarand Lesser, of Berlin; Hennig, of Vienna and Baretta,of 
Paris. A new color-printing process, called ciiochromy, has been 
employed in their production, for which is claimed absolute accuracy 
in the reproduction of colors. While the claim of absolute accuracy 
is hardly justified, the appearance of these portraits indicates that 
the process is much in advance of any of those hitherto employed; 
we have rarely, if ever, seen more accurately colored pictures of 
diseases of the skin. The two parts of the atlas thus far published 
contain 78 portraits on 42 plates, the diseases represented being 
for the most part selected from among the commoner affections of 
the skin. The more important and interesting rarer diseases, how¬ 
ever, are not omitted, there being excellent portraits of Raynaud’s 
disease, actinomycosis, and anthrax. 

Among the plates which especially deserve notice on account of 
their excellence are those representing various forms of psoriasis, 
particularly psoriasis gyrata, lupus vulgaris, lupus erythematosus, 
pityriasis rosea, pityriasis rubra pilaris, and the exanthemata. Two 
portraits, one representing variola, the other varicella in the adult, 
are very instructively placed side by side on the same plate. The 
|>ortrait of scarlatina is most accurate in coloring, but measles is 
not so successfully represented. 

And just here seems the place to say that we have frequently won¬ 
dered why portraits of the exanthemata do not find a place in every 
atlas of diseases of the skin, since in no class of affections do blun¬ 
ders in diagnosis occur more frequently and result more disastrously. 

As the atlas is not designed by its author to take the place of a 
text-book, the text is considerably condensed. The symptoms of 
the various diseases portrayed are succinctly and clearly given 
together with a brief outline of the diagnosis and treatment. 

While portraits and models, however well made, can never alto¬ 
gether replace the study of the living subject, portraits as accurate 
in drawing and coloring as these make very efficient substitutes, 
and must prove of the greatest service in the recognition of diseases 
of the skin to those whose clinical opportunities are limited. 

M. B. H. 


A Text-book of Pathology. By Alfred Stengel, M.D., 
Professor of Clinical Medicine in the University of Pennsylvania; 
Physician to the Philadelphia Hospital; Physician to the Pennsyl¬ 
vania Hospital. Fourth edition, thoroughly revised. Philadel¬ 
phia, New York, and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1903. 

That pathology and clinical medicine are intimately related is 
shown by the fact that one so widely known as a clinician should 
be so widely read as a pathologist. The usefulness and popularity 
of this book, especially to the practitioner, is evident when one 



